Fall 2020 news & updates

ORGANIZATION
We are pleased to announce a milestone.
EducationPlannerBC (EBPC) is now a stand-alone organization. This status is supported through an
agreement between the Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills and Training and SFU. EPBC would like to
thank BCcampus and BCCAT for their support during the transition from our project phase to our full
organizational status. We would also like to thank the dozens of committee members, the Ministry of
Advanced Education, Skills and Training and SFU who have worked with us and continue to work with us
as part of our governance structure.

GRONINGEN DECLARATION

FIRST ANNUAL SPRING USER GROUP

EPBC is pleased to have been added as a

We are excited to announce that EPBC will be
hosting a virtual event in February 2021. A series of

Groningen Declaration Network signatory this
year. As active members of both CanPESC and
the ARUCC National Network, we will continue
to strengthen collaborations in the field of

sessions will be held to highlight current best
practices and upcoming enhancements. We look
forward to this opportunity to share and

experience and knowledge in support of an

collaborate with our partners in the sector. Details
on the date and time of this event will be shared

international network.

soon. Stay tuned!

data mobility, and share our diverse

Applications Update

COLLEAGUE DEVELOPMENT FOR XML APPLICATIONS
EPBC uses XML as the data exchange and transfer standard for both Application
and Transcript Services. This allows for standardization while also providing
flexibility in the implementation of data exchange and transfer services.
As the Colleague Student Information System does not currently support XML
applications, files sent to these post-secondary institutions (PSIs) must be
converted to a flat file before being loaded to the system. We have engaged with
OA Solutions and the Colleague PSIs to initiate development to support a
transition to XML applications in 2021. This transition will allow for a consistent
platform for all BC PSIs and a Colleague applicant experience that is on par with
other BC PSIs.

Transcripts Update

XML HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS

POST-SECONDARY TRANSCRIPTS

Many projects are underway for the XML high school
transcript exchange. The nine Colleague PSIs, CAM,

EPBC is pleased to announce that TRU

CMTN, CNC, COTR, ECUAD, JIBC, NVIT, NIC, and NLC,
have been receiving high school transcripts since April.

successfully moved into production with the
XML post-secondary transcript with UFV in

The next phase will be to move these PSIs into

September and KPU in November. We would
like to thank the transcript staff at TRU, UFV

production with XML post-secondary transcripts.

and KPU for their work.

Langara moved into production with XML high
school transcripts in October while CAPU, DOUG,
OKAN, UNBC, and UVIC are in testing phase, and
Selkirk and VCC are in planning phase. Transcript
Services continue to host regular check-in
meetings for PSIs during the onboarding process.
As part of this work, EPBC initiated a collaborative
session with UVIC and two onboarded PSIs, KPU
and TRU, to discuss process flows and business
changes. We would like to offer another session for
Banner PSIs. Please reach out to Stacey Schoffer,
stacey.schoffer@educationplannerbc.ca, for
more information.

COLLEGE TRANSCRIPT V. 1.8
EPBC is working on the addition of new data
elements for College Transcript v. 1.8 Phase 2.
The sending and receiving of new data
elements are currently in testing phase, and are
expected to go live in December.

NEW PROJECTS
EPBC and Ministry of Education are working with
the Alberta Post-Secondary Application System
and Ontario Universities’ Application Centre to
send BC high school transcripts to Alberta and
Ontario. Both projects are in the planning phase.

Engagement Update

PRESENTATIONS
The Engagement Team’s outreach activities are in full
swing. Due to COVID-19, presentations for high
school students, parents and counsellors are being
held in a virtual format. Since September, EPBC has
presented to approximately 600 Grade 10, 11, and 12
students enrolled in career planning classes across
BC. We have also continued to offer Parents as
Education and Career Coaches workshops. To date,
we have presented to approximately 300+ parents and
student supporters.

TRANSIT AD CAMPAIGN
EPBC launched an advertising
campaign on BC transit networks in
September. The ads can be seen on
transit vehicles, at bus shelters, and
at skytrain station platforms across
the province.

